
KANJI 1193-1386 

1193 

 

 

6s 
刑 
 

grille (phon.: injure) + 

sword= to injure with 

a sword  to punish 

KEI  punish 

刑務所  keimusho, prison  (795, 312) 

刑罰   keibatsu, punishment, penalty  (1709) 

処刑   shokei, punishment  (896) 

死刑   shikei, death penalty  (286) 

死刑囚  shikeishū, condemned prisoner  (286, 1353) 

絞首刑  kōshukei, (execution by) hanging (1261, 139) 

刑事   keiji, detective  (293) 

刑法   keihō, penal code  (584) 

酷刑   kokkei, severe punishment  (1273) 

刑に服する kei ni fuku suru, to serve a sentence  (385) 

 

1194 

 

 

8s 
茎 
 

plant + warp (phon. 

straight) = straight 

part of plant 

KEI, kuki   stalk, stem 

球茎   kyūkei, bulb  (257) 

地下茎  chikakei, root stock  (167, 7) 

歯茎   haguki, gums  (290) 

水茎   mizuguki, writing brush  (40) 

 

 

1195 

 

 

9s 
契 
 

important + joined 

tallies 

KEI, chigi(ru), to make an agreement, to pledge, to promise, to 

vow, to swear; chigi(ri), pledge, promise, vow 

契約   keiyaku, contract  (591) 

契機   keiki, opportunity  (453) 

契印   kei’in, joint seal  (425) 

 

1196 

 

 

10s 
恵 
 

heart + phon. give (all 

around) 

KEI, E, megu(mu), to show kindness; to give (money, charity) 

megu(mi), favour, blessing; mercy, grace 

megu(mareru), to be blessed; to be privileged 

知恵   chie, wisdom, sagacity  (169) 

恩恵   onkei, benefit, favour  (624) 

互恵   gokei, reciprocity  (1236) 

恵与   keiyo, bestowal  (1873) 

恵み深い megumibukai, merciful  (325) 

 



1197 

 

 

11s 
啓 
force + open a door = 

open up 

KEI   enlighten, state 

啓発   keihatsu, enlightenment  (370) 

啓蒙   keimō, enlightenment  (- -) 

啓示   keiji, revelation  (695) 

拝啓   haikei, Dear Sir/Madam  (956) 

謹啓   kinkei, Dear Sirs  (- -) 

 

1198 

 

 

11s 
掲 
 

hand + interrogative 

(phon. hold aloft) 

KEI, kaka(geru), hoist, display, print, publish, display in writing 

掲示する keiji suru, to put up a notice  (695) 

掲示板  keijiban, noticeboard  (695, 373) 

掲揚する keiyō suru, hoist, fly [a flag]  (1876) 

前掲の  zenkei no, aforementioned  (159) 

 

1199 

 

 

11s 
渓 
 

twisting river in a 

blocked valley 

KEI, valley, gorge 

渓谷   keikoku, valley, gorge, ravine  (122) 

渓間   keikan, ravine  (92) 

雪渓   sekkei, snowy valley  (157) 

渓流   keiryū, mountain stream  (409) 

1200 

 

 

11s 
蛍 
 

insect covered in 

fire/light 

KEI, hotaru, firefly 

蛍光   keikō, fluorescence  (116) 

蛍光灯  keikōtō, fluorescent lamp  (116, 556) 

蛍雪   keisetsu, diligent study†  (157) 

蛍狩り  hotarugari, catching fireflies  (1347) 

†螢雪之功, keisetsu-no-kou, "meritorious deeds involving firefly and 

snow: moral tales of Chinese scholars too poor to afford a lamp 

who read by the light of fireflies (Che Yin 車胤) and snow (Sun 

Kang 孫康). 

1201 

 

 

13s 
傾 
 

a person slumped to 

one side 

KEI, katamu(ku), to be inclined to (evil); to decline, fall; 

katamu(keru), to incline (one’s head), to devote oneself to; 

katamu(ki), slope; tendency, trend 

kasha(geru), to incline, to tilt 

傾向   keikō, tendency; disposition  (278) 

傾度   keido, inclination  (356) 

傾倒   keitō, devotion  (1643) 

傾斜する keisha suru, to incline, to tilt  (1337) 



傾斜度  keishado, gradient  (1337, 356) 

右傾する ukei suru, to lean to the right  (2) 

 

1202 

 

 

13s 
携 
 

hand + plump bird 

(phon. carry) 

KEI, tazusa(eru), carry in hand; 

tazusa(waru), participate 

携帯   keitai-, portable  (539) 

携帯する keitai suru, to carry, to bring with one  (539) 

提携   teikei, cooperation  (753) 

連携   renkei, cooperation, league  () 

必携   hikkei, indispensable; handbook (568) 

 

 

1203 

 

 

13s 
継 
 

Join threads = 

patching / = inherit, 

follow 

KEI, tsu(gu), to succeed to (a house), to inherit; to patch (up); 

mama-, step- 

継承する keishō suru, to succeed to, to inherit  (713) 

受け継ぐ uketsugu, to succeed to, to inherit  (303) 

後継   kōkei, succession; successor, heir  (111) 

跡継ぎ  atotsugi, successor, heir  (1485) 

引き継ぐ hikitsugu, to take over; to hand over  (77) 

継子   mamako, stepchild  (25) 

継続する keizoku suru, to continue, to maintain  (536) 

継走   keisō, relay race  (161) 

継ぎ足し tsugitashi, extension  (51) 

斜め継ぎ nanametsugi, miter joint  (1337) 

 

1204 

 

 

15s 
慶 
 

goodness in the heart 

KEI, joy 

慶祝   keishuku, celebration  (706) 

慶事   keiji, happy event  (293) 

慶賀   keiga, congratulation  (630) 

1205 

 

 

16s 
憩 
 

breath/rest + 

hollowed space (phon. 

stop and rest) 

KEI, rest; iko(u), repose, relax, rest; iko(i), rest, repose 

休憩   kyūkei, rest, recess  (13) 

少憩   shōkei, brief rest  (143) 

憩いの場 ikoi no ba, place for relaxation and refreshment  

(144) 



1206 

 

 

19s 
鶏 
 

bird with cockscomb 

KEI, niwatori, chicken, hen, cock 

鶏卵   keiran, hen’s egg  (990) 

鶏舎   keisha, henhouse  (700) 

鶏鳴   keimei, cockcrow  (209) 

鶏肉   keiniku, chicken (the meat)  (365) 

1207 

 

 

7s 
迎 
 

movement + raise 

(phon. greet) = move 

(out of one’s house) to 

greet someone 

GEI, muka(eru), greet, welcome, go out to meet 

歓迎する kangei suru, to welcome  (639) 

歓迎会  kangeikai, reception  (639, 87) 

迎合   geigō, ingratiation  (121) 

迎え酒  mukaezake, ‘hair of dog’  (302) 

1208 

 

 

19s 
鯨 
 

fish + capital/ chief 

(phon. big) 

GEI, kujira  whale 

鯨油   geiyu, whale oil  (400) 

捕鯨   hogei, whaling  (1784) 

鯨骨   geikotsu, whalebone  (867) 

白長須鯨 shironagasukujira, blue whale  (65, 173, - -) 

抹香鯨  makkōkujira, sperm whale  (1836, 1255) 

座頭鯨  zatōkujira, humpbacked whale  (870, 186) 

 

1209 

 

 

15s 
撃 
 

vehicle striking its own 

axle + hand 

GEKI, utsu, strike, attack; fire, discharge 

狙撃   sogeki, sniping  (- -) 

打撃   dageki, blow, strike  (335) 

攻撃   kōgeki, attack; batting (baseball)  (1247) 

目撃者  mokugekisha, eye-witness  (72, 298) 

早撃ち  hayauchi, rapid firing  (50) 

1210 

 

 

16s 
激 
 

water + strike = 

agitated water 

GEKI, hage(shii), violent, fierce, vehement; hage(shisa), 

intensity 

刺激する shigeki suru, to stimulate, excite  (1314) 

感激   kangeki, deep emotion  (246) 

急激な  kyūgeki na, sudden, abrupt  (254) 

激痛   gekitsū, intense pain  (943) 

激化   gekka, intensification  (238) 

 

 



1211 

 

 

13s 
傑 
 

person in treetop 

KETSU, outstanding 

傑士   kesshi, hero  (494) 

傑物   ketsubutsu, great man  (387) 

豪傑   gōketsu, hero  (1271) 

女傑   joketsu, heroine  (35) 

傑出する kesshutsu suru, to excel  (34) 

傑作   kessaku, masterpiece; blunder  (127) 

 

1212 

 

 

8s 
肩 
 

door* of the body 

(*miscopying) 

KEN, kata, shoulder 

肩凝り  katakori, stiff shoulders  (1175) 

肩甲骨  kenkōkotsu, scapula, shoulder blade  (1243, 867) 

肩章   kenshō, epaulette; shoulder strap  (318) 

比肩   hiken, comparison  (771) 

肩書き  katagaki, title, degree  (142) 

 

1213 

 

 

10s 
倹 
 

person + few 

(possessions) 

KEN, thrifty, frugal 

倹約   ken’yaku, economy, frugality  (591) 

節倹   sekken, frugality, thrift  (523) 

勤倹   kinken, diligence and thrift  (842) 

 

1214 

 

 

10s 
剣 
 

combine/judge (phon. 

tapered) + sword 

KEN, tsurugi, sword, bayonet 

剣道   kendō, kendo  (188) 

剣豪   kengō, master swordsman  (1271) 

手裏剣  shuriken, throwing knife  (32, 992) 

刀剣   tōken, sword  (181) 

銃剣   jūken, bayonet  (1365) 

真剣   shinken, real sword; seriousness  (514) 

剣舞   kenbu, sword dance  (1761) 

短剣   tanken, dagger, dirk  (342) 

 

1215 

 

 

10s 
軒 
vehicle + forked 

weapon (phon. raised) 

= raised canopy  

KEN, noki, eaves; counter (for houses) 

一軒   ikken, one house  (1) 

一軒家  ikken’ya, detached house  (1, 83) 

軒灯   kentō, eaves lantern  (556) 

軒先   nokisaki, house frontage  (49) 

軒下   nokishita, under the eaves  (7) 



canopy of house (roof) 

= eaves 

1216 

 

 

12s 
圏 
 

enclosure + roll up 

(phon. block) 

KEN, range, sphere, zone 

成層圏  seisōken, stratosphere  (515, 921) 

圏外   kengai, outside bounds  (91) 

北極圏  hokkyokuken, Arctic Circle  (205, 464) 

共産圏  kyōsanken, Communist Bloc  (460, 491) 

生物圏  seibutsuken, biosphere  (42, 387) 

影響圏  eikyōken, sphere of influence  (1017, 1171) 

 

1217 

 

 

12s 
堅 
 

firm ground 

KEN, kata(i), firm, solid, hard (材木 zaimoku, lumber); stiff, 

formal (言葉 kotoba, speech); sound, steady (商売 shōbai, 

business) 

堅実な  kenjitsu na, reliable  (296) 

堅固な  kengo na, firm, steady, secure  (476) 

中堅   chūken, mainstay  (55) 

手堅い  tegatai, steady (market)  (32) 

 

1218 

 

 

13s 
嫌 
 

woman + two at once 

(phon. dissatisfaction) 

= a woman’s feelings 

of dissatisfaction 

KEN, GEN, kira(u), to dislike, to shun (交際 kōsai, society); 

kira(i), dislike, aversion; iya na, disagreeable; iya(garu), to hate 

嫌悪   ken’o, loathing  (222) 

機嫌   kigen, mood  (453) 

食わず嫌い kuwazugirai, aversion to food you have not tried  

(146) 

人間嫌い ningengirai, misanthropist  (39, 92) 

男性嫌い danseigirai, misandry  (54, 723) 

女性嫌い joseigirai, misogyny  (35, 723) 

嫌嫌   iyaiya, reluctantly, grudgingly 

 

1219 

 

 

13s 
献 
 

dog used in sacrifice = 

dedicate 

KEN, KON, offer (to a superior), dedicate, present 

献上する kenjō suru, present (a gift to a superior)  (37) 

献金する kenkin suru, to donate money  (14) 

献血する kenketsu suru, to give blood  (270) 

献身   kenshin, dedication, devotion  (323) 

献立   kondate, menu, plan  (73) 

献酬   kenshū, exchange of sake cups  (1358) 

貢献   kōken, contribution  (1257) 

 

 



1220 

 

 

13s 
遣 
 

gathering of followers 

= servant  

messenger 

KEN, send; tsuka(u), to use; to spend (money); tsuka(wasu), to 

dispatch, to send; ya(ru), to do 

派遣する haken suru, to dispatch, to send  (955) 

先遣する senken suru, to send ahead  (49) 

小遣い  kozukai, pocket money  (36) 

遣り直す yarinaosu, redo  (349) 

気遣う  kizukau, to feel anxious about  (11) 

心遣い  kokorozukai, solicitude; anxiety  (147) 

 

1221 

 

 

16s 
賢 
 

wealth + wise = a 

wealth of wisdom 

KEN, kashiko(i), wise; kashiko(sa), wisdom, sagacity 

賢者   kenja, sage  (298) 

賢明な  kenmei na, wise, intelligent  (208) 

賢母   kenbo, wise mother  (203) 

賢立て  kashikodate, pretence of wisdom  (73) 

悪賢い  warugashikoi, cunning, crafty, sly  (222) 

1222 

 

 

17s 
謙 
 

speak + unable (phon. 

awe) = unable to speak 

from awe 

KEN, humble, modest; herikuda(ru), to be humble, to put 

oneself down, to adopt a self-deprecating attitude 

謙遜   kenson, humility  (- -) 

謙虚な  kenkyo na, modest, humble  (1156) 

謙譲   kenjō, humility, modesty  (1424) 

 

1223 

 

 

18s 
繭 
 

symmetrical cocoon of 

thread- making insect 

KEN, mayu, cocoon 

繭糸   kenshi, silk thread  (27) 

繭ちゅう kenchū, pongee 

大繭   ōmayu, double cocoon  (53) 

空繭   karamayu, waste cocoon  (15) 

1224 

 

 

18s 
顕 
 

small things in 

sunlight = visible 

KEN, manifest, visible; arawa(reru), to be discovered, to be 

revealed, to come to light 

顕著な  kencho na, notable, conspicuous  (937) 

顕微鏡  kenbikyō, microscope  (1735, 462) 

露顕   roken, discovery, detection, exposure  (1935) 

顕要   kenyō, prominence  (593) 

 



1225 

 

 

20s 
懸 
 

that which hangs on 

the heart 

KEN, KE, hang, overhang; pending; occupy the mind; ka(karu), 

to hang, be suspended; to be offered (賞金 shōkin, reward); 

ka(keru), to risk (one’s life); to offer (賞金 shōkin, prize) 

一生懸命に isshōkenmei ni, with all one’s might  (1, 42, 394) 

懸命   kenmei, eagerness (394) 

懸賞   kenshō, prize, reward  (511) 

懸念   kenen, anxiety  (561) 

命懸け  inochigake, perilous, life-threatening  (394) 

 

1226 

 

 

4s 
幻 
 

GEN, maboroshi, illusion, magic 

幻想   gensō, illusion  (532) 

幻像   genzō, phantom  (740) 

幻術   genjutsu, magic  (708) 

幻影   gen’ei, vision, illusion  (1017) 

幻覚   genkaku, illusion, hallucination  (439) 

幻滅   genmetsu, disillusionment  (1848) 

 

1227 

 

 

5s 
玄 
 

short thread suitable 

for twisting  very 

small  hard to see  

obscure 

GEN, occult, black; unpolished 

玄関   genkan, entrance [to house]  (444) 

玄米   genmai, brown rice, unpolished rice  (201) 

幽玄な  yūgen na, subtle and profound; an aesthetic of 

elegant mystery, of tranquil ethereality, that is associated with 

Nō drama  (1865) 

玄妙な  genmyō na, mysterious, occult  (1841) 

玄人   kurōto*, expert; prostitute  (39) 

 

1228 

 

 

8s 
弦 
 

bow + black (twisted 

thread; phon. attach) 

GEN, tsuru, bowstring; string of a musical instrument 

弦楽   gengaku, string music  (218) 

弦楽器  gengakki, stringed instrument  (218, 452) 

調弦する chōgen suru, to tune  (348) 

弓弦   yumizuru, bowstring  (836) 

正弦   seigen, sine  (41) 

 

1229 

 

 

9s 
孤 
 

child + melon (phon. 

KO, orphan; lonely 

孤児院  kojiin, orphanage  (697, 229) 

孤独の  kodoku no, lonely, solitary  (763) 

孤立   koritsu, isolation  (73) 

孤客   kokaku, lone traveller  (252) 

孤島   kotō, solitary island  (358) 



alone)  

1230 

 

 

9s 
弧 
 

bow + melon (phon. 

rounded) = curved 

bow  arc 

KO, arc, arch, bow 

括弧   kakko, parentheses, brackets  (1085) 

弧形   kokei, arc  (104) 

弧線   kosen, arc  (329) 

弧状の  kojō no, arcuate, arc-shaped  (717) 

弧灯   kotō, arc light  (556) 

 

1231 

 

 

9s 
枯 
 

tree + old (phon. 

bone) = a tree reduced 

to a skeleton 

KO, ka(reru), to wither, to die; ka(rasu), to blight, to kill 

枯死   koshi, withering away  (286) 

枯渇   kokatsu, exhaustion, depletion  (1087) 

枯れ葉  kareha, dead leaf  (405) 

枯れ木  kareki, dead tree  (69) 

冬枯れ  fuyugare, winter decay  (182) 

夏枯れ  natsugare, summer inactivity  (82) 

 

1232 

 

 

12s 
雇 
 

bird (whose wings 

flapped like leaves of 

a) door = stiff, 

awkward  apprentice 

(?) 

KO, yato(u), to employ; to hire; yatoi, government employee 

雇用   koyō, employment  (215) 

雇員   koin, employee  (228) 

雇い人  yatoinin, employee  (39) 

日雇い  hiyatoi, day labourer  (62) 

解雇   kaiko, dismissal  (632) 

お雇外国人 o-yatoi gaikokujin, foreigners hired by the Japanese 

government during the Meiji Era to help Japan catch up with the 

world it had ignored for over two centuries. William S. Clark is 

undeservedly famous, simply because he said “Boys, be 

ambitious!”  Erwin Bälz, William K. Burton, John Milne, 

William Gowland, and Ernest Fenellosa made far greater 

contributions. The term yatoi was felt by foreigners to be rather 

demeaning, for it designated a government worker below official 

rank. 

 

1233 

 

 

13s 
誇 
 

words + brag (big + 

KO, hoko(ru), to boast, brag; hoko(ri), pride; hoko(rashii), 

proud 

誇大   kodai, exaggeration  (53) 

誇示   koji, ostentation  (695) 

誇り顔  hokorigao, proud/triumphant look  (93) 



emerge) = boastful 

words 
1234 

 

 

13s 
鼓 
 

food vessel on a stand 

+ bamboo stick 

KO, tsuzumi, drum, hand drum 

皷手   koshu, drummer  (32) 

大皷   taiko, big drum  (53) 

小鼓   kotsuzumi, hand drum  (36) 

大鼓   ōtsuzumi, large hand drum  (53) 

鼓動する kodō suru, to beat (a drum)  (362) 

鼓膜   komaku, eardrum  (1834) 

腹鼓を打つ haratsuzumi o utsu, to eat to one’s heart’s content 

(lit. to beat the belly-drum)  (965, 335) 

 

1235 

 

 

21s 
顧 
 

employ (phon. turn 

around) + head 

KO, kaeri(miru), look back 

顧客   kokyaku, customer, client  (252) 

顧問   komon, adviser  (396) 

回顧   kaiko, retrospection  (86) 

顧慮   koryo, concern  (1903) 

 

1236 

 

 

4s 
互 
 

a spool for evenly 

crosswinding thread = 

balance, symmetry  

equality, reciprocity 

GO, taga(i) no, mutual, reciprocal 

互恵   gokei, reciprocity  (1196) 

相互   sōgo-, mutual  (530) 

交互に  kōgo ni, mutually, reciprocally  (115) 

互助   gojo, mutual aid  (314) 

互い違いに tagaichigai ni, alternately  (1006) 

 

1237 

 

 

7s 
呉 

GO, ku(reru), give (to an inferior); Wu China 

呉服   gofuku, drapery  (385) 

呉国   gokoku, the Kingdom of Wu  (123) 

呉呉も  kureguremo, earnestly 

呉れ手  kurete, donor  (32) 

 

1238 

 

 

10s 
娯 
 

GO, pleasure, amusement 

娯楽   goraku, pleasure, pastime  (218) 

娯楽街  gorakugai, amusement quarter  (128, 819) 

娯楽品  gorakuhin, plaything  (218, 382) 

娯楽室  gorakushitsu, recreation room  (218, 136) 



woman + give (phon. 

talk, brag) = to talk 

with a woman 
歓娯   kango, pleasure  (639) 

 

1239 

 

 

10s 
悟 
heart + I (phon. 

enlightenment) 

GO, perceive, discern; sato(ru), attain enlightenment; sato(ri), 

spiritual awakening 

悟性   gosei, wisdom  (723) 

悟道   godō, spiritual enlightenment  (188) 

覚悟   kakugo, mental resolve  (439) 

 

1240 

 

 

13s 
碁 
 

stone + winnowing 

device (phon. little) = 

little stone pieces  

GO, (the game of) Go 

囲碁   igo, Go  (422) 

碁石   goishi, go stone  (45) 

碁盤   goban, checkerboard  (1723) 

碁打ち  gouchi, go player  (335) 

西洋碁  seiyōgo, checkers  (152, 404) 

碁を打つ go o utsu, to play Go  (335) 

1241 

 

 

4s 
孔 
the hole through 

which children emerge 

KŌ, ana, hole; Confucius 

鼻孔   bikō, nostril  (377) 

気孔   kikō, pore  (11) 

瞳孔   dōkō, pupil  (- -) 

孔子   kōshi, Confucius  (25) 

1242 

 

 

5s 
巧 
carpenter’s square + 

twisting waterweed 

(flat, level) 

KŌ, taku(mi), skill, dexterity; taku(mi) na, skilful, cunning 

巧妙な  kōmyō na, skilful, ingenious  (1841) 

悧巧な  rikō na, clever, bright  (- -) 

精巧な  seikō na, elaborate, ingenious  (725) 

技巧   gikō, skill, craftsmanship  (644) 

巧言   kōgen, flattery  (274) 

 

1243 

 

 

5s 
甲 
hard-shelled seed with 

a split (so sprouting) 

KŌ, KAN, kōra, shell, armour; high, 1st; A 

甲虫   kōchū, beetle  (56) 

甲種   kōshu, Grade A  (503) 

甲乙   kōotsu, first and second; former and latter  (1041) 

手の甲  te no kō, back of the hand  (32) 

甲羅   kōra, shell, carapace  (1887) 

甲高い  kandakai, shrill  (119) 

 



1244 

 

 

6s 
江 
water (river) + 

carpenter’s square 

(phon. huge) 

KŌ, e, inlet, river 

江戸   Edo  (108) 

入り江  irie, creek, inlet  (63) 

江湖   kōko, world, general public  (276) (rivers and lakes) 

1245 

 

 

7s 
坑 
steep high hill  sheer 

 precipitous drop  

deep hole 

KŌ, mine, pit, hole 

炭坑   tankō, coal mine  (341) 

坑夫   kōfu, miner  (573) 

坑道   kōdō, mine shaft  (188) 

坑口   kōkō, pithead  (20) 
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7s 
抗 
hand + high (phon. 

block) = block with the 

hand 

KŌ, resist, oppose 

対抗   taikō, opposition  (336) 

反抗   hankō, resistance, defiance  (371) 

抗議   kōgi, protest  (454) 

抗争   kōsō, dispute  (529) 
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7s 
攻 
strike + carpenter’s 

square (phon. beat) 

KŌ, se(meru), attack 

専攻   senkō, specialty  (914) 

攻撃者  kōgekisha, aggressor  (1209, 298) 

攻略   kōryaku, capture, conquest  (804) 

攻め入る semeiru, to invade   (63) 
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7s 
更 
enforced change of 

guard = unavoidable 

duty rosters = night 

watch  stay up late; 

change 

KŌ, anew; sara, naturally; sara ni, furthermore; fu(keru), to 

grow late; fu(kasu), to sit up till late 

更新する kōshin suru, to renew  (148) 

変更する henkō suru, to change, to modify  (581) 

更正   kōsei, correction, revision  (41) 

更生   kōsei, rebirth  (42) 

今更   imasara, now, belatedly  (125) 

夜更け  yofuke, late at night  (212) 

殊更   kotosara, especially  (1348) 

秋更けて aki fukete, late in autumn  (140) 
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8s 
拘 
hand (arm) + phrase 

(phon. stop; encircle) 

= to stop with the 

arms by encircling 

KŌ, kakawa(ru), seize, adhere to 

拘束   kōsoku, restriction  (1535) 

拘引   kōin, arrest, custody  (77) 

拘禁する kōkin suru, to detain, to confine  (654) 

…にも拘わらず …ni mo kakawarazu, regardless of… 
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8s 
肯 

KŌ, consent, agree; vital 

首肯   shukō, consent, assent  (139) 

肯定   kōtei, affirmation  (351) 

肯綮   kōkei, the essential point (- -) 
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9s 
恒 
the fixed course of the 

moon = constancy 

KŌ, tsune, always, constant 

恒常   kōjō, constancy  (718) 

恒久   kōkyū, perpetuity  (647) 

恒例   kōrei, common usage, established custom  (605) 

恒星   kōsei, fixed star  (154) 
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9s 
洪 
water + together 

(phon. big) 

KŌ, flood; vast 

洪水   kōzui, ōmizu*, flood  (40) 

洪積層  kōsekisō, diluvium  (521, 921) 

洪大な  kōdai na, vast  (53) 
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9s 
荒 
grass + watery waste = 

ruined, overgrown 

place 

KŌ, ara(i), rough, wild, waste; ara(sa), wildness, roughness; 

ara(ppoi), rough, rude, wild; a(re), tempest; a(reru), to be wild, 

to run wild; a(rasu), to devastate, to lay waste; -ara(shi), 

robbery, robber 

荒天   kōten, stormy weather  (58) 

荒野   kōya, arano, wilderness, wasteland  (213) 

荒れ地  arechi, wasteland  (167) 

荒波   aranami, rough sea  (367) 
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9s 
郊 
village + cross = 

KŌ, suburbs 

郊外   kōgai, suburbs, outskirts  (91) 

近郊   kinkō, suburbs  (103) 

郊野   kōya, suburban field  (213) 

断郊競走 dankōkyōsō, cross-country race  (750, 463, 161) 



settlement at crossing  
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9s 
香 
sweet + grain plant = 

aromatic millet 

KŌ, ka, fragrance; kao(ru), to be fragrant; kao(ri), fragrance, 

incense 

香水   kōsui, perfume  (40) 

香気   kōki, fragrance, aroma  (11) 

新香   shinkō, pickles  (148) 

色香   iroka, feminine charms  (145) 

抹香鯨  makkōkujira, sperm whale  (1836, 1208) 
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9s 
侯 

KŌ, marquis, lord 

侯爵   kōshaku, marquis  (1344) 

諸侯   shokō, feudal lords  (898) 

太田侯  ōtakō, Marquis Ota  (164, 59) 

王侯   ōkō, royalty  (5) 
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10s 
貢 
shell (assets) + work 

(phon. offer up) 

KŌ, KU, tribute; mitsu(gu), to support, to finance 

貢献   kōken, contribution  (1219) 

貢租   kōso, tribute; annual tax  (1506) 

年貢   nengu, land tax, dues  (64) 

貢ぎ物  mitsugimono, tribute  (387) 
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11s 
控 
hand + sky (phon. pull 

back) = pull back with 

the hands (a bow or 

reins)  refrain  

hold back, keep, write 

down 

KŌ, hika(eru), refrain, hold back; be moderate; wait; write down 

控訴   kōso, legal appeal  (1510) 

控え所  hikaejo, waiting room  (312) 

控え室  hikaeshitsu, anteroom  (136) 

控が書き hikaegaki, memo, note  (142) 

控え目な hikaeme na, modest, reserved  (72) 
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12s 
慌 
feelings + wild (phon. 

incomprehensible) 

KŌ, awa(teru), be flustered; awa(tadashii), flustered, confused; 

fleeting (一生 isshō, life); awa(tadashisa), flurry, rush; 

awa(tete), in confusion 

恐慌   kyōkō, panic, scare  (1167) 

大慌て  ōawate, big fluster  (53) 

慌て者  awatemono, blunderer, scatterbrain  (298) 
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12s 
硬 
rock + change (phon. 

solid) = solid as a rock 

KŌ, katai, hard; strong (metals, stone); stiff (表情 hyōjō, facial 

expression); kata(sa), hardness 

硬化する kōka suru, to harden, to stiffen  (238) 

硬貨   kōka, coin  (432) 

硬水   kōsui, hard water  (40) 

硬度   kōdo, hardness  (356) 

強硬な  kyōkō na, unbending, firm; drastic  (100) 
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12s 
絞 
thread (cloth) + cross 

(phon. twist) 

KŌ, shi(boru), to wring; shi(meru), to strangle; shi(maru), to be 

strangled, to be wrung (首 kubi, neck) 

お絞り  oshibori, wet towel given to a customer to clean the 

hands before a meal 

絞首台  kōshudai, gallows  (139, 166) 

絞首刑  kōshukei, (execution by) hanging (139, 1193) 

絞殺する kōsatsu suru, to strangle; to hang  (488) 

絞め殺す shimekorosu, to strangle  (488) 

絞り出す shiboridasu, squeeze out  (34) 
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12s 
項 
head + work (phon. 

back) 

KŌ, unaji, clause, item; nape 

項目   kōmoku, clause, item, provision  (72) 

事項   jikō, matters; items  (293) 

粂項   jōkō, articles, terms  (716) 

要項   yōkō, important points, gist  (593) 
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13s 
溝 
water + build up 

(phon. criss cross) 

KŌ, mizo, dobu, ditch, channel 

下水溝  gesuikō, drain  (7, 40) 

海溝   kaikō, sea trench  (88) 

溝切り  mizokiri, grooving  (156) 

溝ねずみ dobunezumi, sewer rat 
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14s 
綱 
thread (cord) + hill 

(formidable) 

KŌ, principle, essence; tsuna, cable, line, rope 

横綱   yokozuna, the highest rank of sumo wrestler, a title 

stripped of its dignity in recent times by the Sumo Association’s 

easing of the rules for qualification (235) 

要綱   yōkō, gist  (593) 

綱領   kōryō, gist, essential points  (806) 

綱要   kōyō, elements, essentials  (593) 

大綱   taikō, main principles; general features  (53) 

手綱   taduna, bridle, reins  (32) 



綱引き  tsunabiki, tug-of-war  (77) 

綱渡り  tsunawatari, tightrope walking  (1636) 
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14s 
酵 
wine jar (alcohol) + 

filial piety (phon. 

yeast); aging 

KŌ, ferment, yeast 

酵母   kōbo, yeast  (203) 

酵母菌  kōbokin, yeast fungus  (1177) 

酵素   kōso, enzyme  (737) 

発酵   hakkō, fermentation  (370) 
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15s 
稿 
rice plant + tall = stem 

/ straw 

KŌ, manuscript, straw 

原稿   genkō, manuscript  (107) 

投稿する tōkō suru, to contribute (an article)  (357) 

草稿   sōkō, rough draft  (162) 

遺稿   ikō, posthumous work  (808) 
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16s 
衡 
(big) man + horn + go 

(phon. crosswise) = a 

piece of wood across a 

cow’s horns to stop it 

from goring 

KŌ, kubiki, scales, yoke 

均衡   kinkō, balance  (653) 

平衡   heikō, equilibrium  (388) 

衡器   kōki, scales  (452) 

度量衡  doryōkō, weights and measures  (356, 600) 
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17s 
購 
money + piled up 

baskets (phon. desire) 

= desiring so much as 

to pay 

KŌ, buy 

購入   kōnyū, purchase  (63) 

購買   kōbai, buying  (193) 

購読   kōdoku, subscription  (189) 
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9s 
拷 
hand + consider 

(phon. beat) = to beat 

GŌ, torture, hit 

拷問   gōmon, torture  (396) 

壕問台  gōmondai, the rack  (396, 166) 

拷責   gōseki, torture  (728) 



someone with the 

hand 
1270 

 

 

10s 
剛 
sword + hill (phon. 

strong) 

GŌ, strength 

剛健   gōken, fortitude  (474) 

剛直   gōchoku, integrity  (349) 

剛力   gōriki, Herculean strength  (74) 

剛毅な  gōki na, hardy, sturdy  (- -) 

剛毛   gōmō, bristle  (210) 
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14s 
豪 
pig-like creature with 

fearsome weapons = 

porcupine 

GŌ, strength, splendour; Australia; brush 

豪雨   gōu, heavy rain  (3) 

豪雪   gōsetsu, heavy snowfall  (157) 

豪華な  gōka na, gorgeous, splendid  (1046) 

豪壮   gōsō, splendour  (1514) 

豪州   gōshū, Australia  (304) 

豪傑   gōketsu, hero  (1211) 

強豪   kyōgō, veteran, champion  (100) 

文豪   bungō, great man of letters, literary colossus  (68) 

剣豪   kengō, master swordsman  (1214) 

富豪   fugō, millionaire  (780) 
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7s 
克 
bending person + old 

(mask) = person 

bending under weight 

of ceremonial mask 

KOKU, conquer, overcome 

下克上  gekokujō, the low overturning the high – refers to the 

戦国時代 sengokujidai, Period of the Country at War, 1477-

1573, when many vassals overthrew and replaced their lords  (7, 

37) 

克服   kokufuku, subjugation, conquest  (385) 

克己   kokki, self-denial  (855) 

克明   kokumei, diligence, scrupulousness  (208) 
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14s 
酷 
alcohol + proclaim 

(phon. strong) 

KOKU, severe, intense, cruel, harsh 

残酷   zankoku, cruelty  (493) 

惨酷   zankoku, cruelty, atrocity  (1309) 

酷薄な  kokuhaku na, cruel, inhumane  (1699) 

酷使   kokushi, exploitation  (287) 

酷暑   kokusho, intense heat  (313) 

酷寒   kokkan, severe cold  (245) 

酷刑   kokkei, severe punishment  (1193) 

酷評   kokuhyō, severe criticism  (776) 

 



1274 

 

 

14s 
獄 
two dogs opposed (= 

fight) + words = 

dispute = litigation 

GOKU, prison, litigation 

地獄   jigoku, Hell  (167) 

疑獄   gigoku, criminal case  (835) 

獄門   gokumon, prison gate  (211) 

獄衣   gokui, prison uniform  (420) 

出獄   shutsugoku, release from prison  (34) 
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5s 
込 
movement + enter 

ko(mu), to be crowded; ko(meru), to put in; -ko(mu), move 

inward; ko(mi), inclusiveness; -komi, including 

吸い込む suikomu, to inhale, breathe in  (837) 

擦り込む surikomu, to rub in  (1306) 

込み合う komiau, to be crowded, to be packed  (121) 

税込み  zeikomi, tax included  (727) 

心を込めて kokoro o komete, wholeheartedly  (147) 

見込み  mikomi, prospect  (18) 

人込み  hitogomi, crowd  (39) 

込め物  komemono, stuffing  (387) 
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8s 
昆 
insect with legs + 

carapace (miscopied 

as day + people) 

KON, insect; multitude; descendants 

昆虫   konchū, insect  (56) 

昆布   konbu, kelp  (778) 

後昆   kōkon, descendants  (111) 
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9s 
恨 
heart + stop and stare 

(phon. contrary) = to 

be opposed (in the 

heart) 

KON, ura(mu), to resent, to hold a grudge; ura(meshii), 

resentful, indignant; ura(mi), grudge 

悔恨   kaikon, remorse  (1063) 

遺恨   ikon, grudge  (808) 

逆恨み  sakaurami, unjustified resentment  (646) 

恨み言  uramigoto, grievance  (274) 

恨めし気に urameshige ni, reproachfully  (11) 
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11s 
婚 
woman + sunset. 

Make of that what you 

KON, marriage 

婚約   kon’yaku, engagement  (591) 

結婚   kekkon, marriage  (472) 

結婚式  kekkonshiki, wedding ceremony  (472, 295) 

離婚   rikon, divorce  (1897) 

再婚   saikon, second marriage  (679) 



will. 新婚の  shinkon no, newly wedded  (148) 

新婚夫婦 shinkonfūfu, newlyweds  (148, 573, 779) 

婚礼   konrei, wedding ceremony  (413) 
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11s 
紺 
thread + sweet (phon. 

dark blue) = threads 

dyed dark blue 

KON, dark blue; dye 

紺色   koniro, dark blue, navy blue  (145) 

紺屋   konya, kōya, dyer  (236) 

濃紺   nōkon, dark blue, navy blue  (1681) 

紺青   konjō, Prussian blue  (43) 
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14s 
魂 
speak (phon. swirl) + 

ghost (spirit of a dead 

person) 

KON, tama, tamashii, soul, spirit 

霊魂   reikon, soul  (1923) 

闘魂   tōkon, fighting spirit  (1659) 

商魂   shōkon, salesmanship  (317) 

魂消る  tamageru*, be shocked  (316) 

魂を入れ替える tamashii o irekaeru, to turn over a new leaf  

(63, 1548) 
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16s 
墾 
earth that is difficult to 

till 

KON, cultivate, reclaim 

開墾   kaikon, reclamation  (241) 

墾田   konden, new rice fields  (59) 

未墾の  mikon no, uncultivated, wild  (794) 

未開墾地 mikaikonchi, virgin land  (794, 241, 167) 
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17s 
懇 
a request from the 

heart 

KON, nengo(ro), courtesy, cordiality; earnest wish 

懇談   kondan, chat  (543) 

懇話   konwa, familiar talk  (221) 

懇願   kongan, entreaty  (446) 

懇望   konmō, entreaty, solicitation  (585) 

懇意   kon’i, kindness, friendship  (226) 

懇親   konshin, friendship, intimacy  (149) 

懇懇と  konkon to, earnestly, repeatedly 
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7s 
佐 
person + left (assist) 

SA, assist, assistant 

補佐   hosa, assistance  (970) 

左官   sakan, field officer  (441) 

大佐   taisa, colonel (army), captain (navy)  (53) 

中佐   chūsa, lieutenant colonel (army), commander (navy)  



(55) 

少佐   shōsa, major (army), lieutenant commander (navy) 

(143) 

佐幕派  sabakuha, supporters of the shogun (as opposed to 

勤王 kinō, supporters of the Emperor) at the end of the Meiji 

Era  (977, 955) 
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10s 
唆 
mouth + linger (phon. 

coerce) = urge 

someone to do 

something 

SA, sosonoka(su), to incite, to instigate, to entice; sosonaka(shi), 

instigation 

示唆   shisa, suggestion, hint  (695) 

教唆   kyōsa, incitement  (101) 

教唆者  kyōsasha, abettor  (101, 298) 
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12s 
詐 
words + make up 

(deceit) 

SA, lie, deceive 

詐欺   sagi, swindle, fraud  (1136) 

オレオレ詐欺 ore-ore sagi, a bank-transfer scam, in which a sad 

excuse for a human being telephones an old person, saying “It’s 

me!” and pretending to be their grandson, who has been in an 

accident and needs money 

詐欺師  sagishi, swindler  (1136, 693) 

詐取   sashu, fraud  (301) 

詐称   sashō, misrepresentation  (714) 
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18s 
鎖 
metal + chain 

SA, kusari, chain, link 

鎖国   sakoku, ‘closed country’, Japan’s policy of national 

isolation during the Tokugawa Era  (123) 

鎖骨   sakotsu, clavicle, collar bone  (867) 

連鎖   rensa, chain, series  (607) 

封鎖   fūsa, blockade  (1762) 

鎖止め  kusaridome, sprocket  (129) 
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9s 
砕 
smash rock 

SAI, kuda(ku), to smash, to crush; kuda(keru), to be smashed, to 

be crushed 

砕氷船  saihyōsen, icebreaker  (378, 158) 

砕片   saihen, fragment  (969) 

粉砕する funsai suru, to pulverise, to shatter  (577) 

破砕する hasai suru, to crush, to smash  (767) 



玉砕   gyokusai, honourable death (rather than surrender)  

(102) 

砕けた  kudaketa, informal 
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10s 
宰 
Building + needle 

(prisoners) = 

prisoners (working) in 

a building = 

supervising their work 

SAI, administer 

宰相   saishō, prime minister  (530) 

宰領   sairyō, management, supervision  (806) 

主宰する shusai suru, to preside over, to supervise  (299) 

主宰者  shusaisha, leader  (299, 298) 
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10s 
栽 
tree + halberd (phon. 

plant) 

SAI, planting 

盆栽   bonsai  (1828) 

栽培   saibai, cultivation  (563) 

果樹栽培 kaju-saibai, pomiculture  (627, 888, 563) 

前栽   senzai*, garden  (159) 
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11s 
彩 
hand plucking from 

tree (phon. variety) + 

delicate hairs 

(attractive adornment) 

SAI, irodo(ru), colour 

色彩   shikisai, colour(ing), hue  (145) 

虹彩   kōsai, iris  (- -) ( rainbow-colour) 

淡彩   tansai, light colouring  (1565) 

彩画   saiga, coloured picture  (85) 

彩雲   saiun, glowing clouds  (78) 
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11s 
斎 
purified food for 

offering to the gods 

SAI, purification; abstain; worship; a study 

斎戒   saikai, purification  (1060) 

書斎   shosai, study (room)  (142) 

潔斎   kessai, abstinence, purification  (659) 
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13s 
債 
person + liability 

(money which can be 

SAI, debt, loan 

債務   saimu, liabilities  (795) 

債券   saiken, debenture  (661) 

債権者  saikensha, creditor  (851, 298) 

 



demanded) 
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13s 
催 
person + high 

mountain (phon. 

supervise?) 

SAI, organise, muster; moyō(su), to hold (a meeting); 

moyō(shi), event, festivities 

主催   shusai, sponsorship  (299) 

開催する kaisai suru, to hold an event  (241) 

催促する saisoku suru, to urge, to demand  (1536) 

催眠   saimin, hypnosis  (1842) 
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13s 
歳 
walking one circuit  

the completion of a 

cycle of time 

SAI, SEI, year 

二歳   nisai, two years old  (61) 

何歳   nansai, how old  (80) 

万歳   banzai!, Long live…!  (392) 

二十歳  hatachi*, 20 years old  (61, 33) 

歳費   saihi, annual expenditure  (567) 

歳入   sainyū, annual income  (63) 

歳暮   seibo, year-end gift  (1789) 
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13s 
載 
vehicle + halberd 

(phon. load) 

SAI, no(ru), to be placed upon; to appear in print; no(seru), to 

put on, to place on; to publish 

積載   sekisai, loading  (521) 

掲載   keisai, publication  (1198) 

記載する kisai suru, to mention, to record  (95) 
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10s 
剤 
put in order + sword 

(trim) = find trimming 

until all aspects were 

similar  adjust, 

regulate  regulate 

the body 

ZAI, medicine, drug 

薬剤   yakuzai, drug  (1296) 

薬剤師  yakuzaishi, pharmacist  (1996, 693) 

洗剤   senzai, detergent  (916) 

鎮痛剤  chintsūzai, painkiller  (1605, 943) 

殺虫剤  satchūzai, insecticide  (488, 56) 

錠剤   jōzai, pill, tablet  (1423) 

緩下剤  kangezai, laxative  (1112, 7) 
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11s 
崎 
Mountain + strange 

(phon. dangerous) = 

saki, KI, cape, promontory; steep 

長崎   Nagasaki  (173) 

 



steep 
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9s 
削 
be like + sword/cut = 

reduce by cutting? 

SAKU, kezu(ru), pare, reduce 

削除する sakujo suru, to delete  (711) 

削減   sakugen, reduction  (667) 

鉛筆削り enpitsukezuri, pencil sharpener  (1029, 569) 

削り取る kezuritoru, to shave off  (301) 

掘削する kussaku suru, to excavate  (1189) 
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10s 
索 
hands plaiting thread 

into rope 

SAKU, rope; search 

索引   sakuin, index  (77) 

検索する kensaku suru, to search, to look up  (663) 

思索   shisaku, speculation  (131) 

鉄索   tessaku, cable  (353) 

索粂   sakujō, cable, rope  (716) 

 

1300 

 

 

12s 
酢 
wine jar (wine) + 

make (phon. passage 

of time) = that which 

is made from wine 

with time 

SAKU, su, su(ppai), vinegar, sour 

酢酸   sakusan, acetic acid  (689) 

酢の物  sunomono, pickles  (387) 

酢づけ  suzuke, pickling 

 

1301 

 

 

13s 
搾 
hand + squeeze 

SAKU, shibo(ru), to wring, to press; shibo(ri), squeezing 

搾取   sakushu, exploitation  (301) 

圧搾する assaku suru, to press, to compress  (612) 

搾乳   sakunyū, milking  (951) 

搾り取る shiboritoru, to extract  (301) 

 

1302 

 

 

16s 
錯 
metal + olden times 

(phon. cover) 

SAKU, to mix up, confuse 

錯誤   sakugo, mistake, error  (857) 

錯覚   sakkaku, (optical) illusion  (439) 

倒錯   tōsaku, perversion  (1643) 



1303 

 

 

9s 
咲 
Mouth + thistle (phon. 

crease) = creases 

around the mouth = 

laughing  a plant 

opening its mouth = 

bloom 

sa(ku), to bloom, to blossom 

四季咲き shikizaki, perennial  (26, 448) 

遅咲き  osozaki, late blooming  (1574) 

早咲き  hayazaki, early blooming  (50) 

咲き残る sakinokoru, to stay in bloom  (493) 

狂い咲く kuruizaku, to bloom out of season  (1161) 

 

1304 

 

 

5s 
札 
tree + odd (phon. 

shave thinly) 

SATSU, fuda, tag; bill, note 

千円札  sen-en-satsu, 1,000-yen note  (47, 4) 

標札   hyōsatsu, nameplate, doorplate  (571) 

改札口  kaisatsuguchi, wicket, ticket barrier  (435, 20) 

鑑札   kansatsu, licence, certificate  (1117) 

名札   nafuda, nameplate, tag  (71) 

値札   nefuda, price tag  (933) 

札入れ  satsuire, billfold, wallet  (63) 

入札する nyūsatsu suru, to tender, to bid  (63) 

札を付ける fuda o tsukeru, to label, put a tag on  (574) 

 

1305 

 

 

15s 
撮 
hand + most (take by 

force) 

SATSU, to(ru), to take [a photograph]; tsuma(mu), to hold, to 

pinch 

撮影   satsuei, photography  (1017) 

撮り直す torinaosu, to retake  (349) 

撮み食い tsumamigui, eating secretly; eating before the start 

of the meal; embezzlement, graft  (146) 

 

1306 

 

 

17s 
擦 
hand + realise (phon. 

rub) 

SATSU, su(ru), to rub, to chafe; to strike (a match); su(reru), to 

rub, to chafe, to brush; kosu(ru), to rub, to scrub 

擦過傷  sakkashō, abrasion  (629, 901) 

擦り傷  surikizu, scratch, abrasion  (901) 

擦れ違う surechigau, to brush past  (1006) 

擦り込む surikomu, to rub in  (1275) 

摩擦   masatsu, friction; chafing  (1830) 

床擦れ  tokozure, bedsores  (1389) 

 



1307 

 

 

5s 
皿 

 

sara, dish, bowl, plate; counter for courses, helpings 

灰皿   haizara, ashtray  (818) 

大皿   ōzara,  large dish  (53) 

皿洗い  saraarai, dishwashing  (916) 

受け皿  ukezara, saucer  (303) 

製氷皿  seihyōzara, ice-making pan  (726, 378) 

最初の皿 saisho no sara, first course  (484, 507) 

 

1308 

 

 

10s 
桟 
tree + lances (phon. 

interweave) 

SAN, spar, beam, frame 

桟橋   sanbashi, jetty  (259) 

桟敷   sajiki*, stand, box  (1756) 

桟道   sandō, walkway made of planks  (188) 

 

1309 

 

 

11s 
惨 
heart + attend (phon. 

pierce) 

SAN, ZAN, mugo(i), cruel, inhuman; miji(me), miserable, 

pitiable 

惨劇   sangeki, tragedy  (848) 

惨殺   zansatsu, massacre  (488) 

惨酷   zankoku, cruelty, atrocity  (1273) 

悲惨な  hisan na, miserable, wretched  (375) 

無惨な  muzan na, cruel, atrocious  (796) 

 

1310 

 

 

12s 
傘 
 

SAN, kasa, umbrella, parasol 

雨傘   amagasa, umbrella  (3) 

日傘   higasa, parasol  (62) 

落下傘  rakkasan, parachute  (408, 7) 

傘下   sanka-, affiliated  (7) 

 

1311 

 

 

15s 
暫 
sun/day (time) + 

behead (phon. brief) 

ZAN, shibara(ku), a while; briefly 

暫定的  zanteiteki, tentative  (351, 551) 

暫定案  zanteian, provisional plan  (351, 418) 

暫時   zanji, short time  (135) 

暫くお待ちくだだい shibaraku o-machi kudasai, please wait a 

moment  (337) 

暫くして shibarakushite, after a while 

 



1312 

 

 

6s 
旨 
sweet + spoon 

SHI, mune, uma(i), tasty; good; gist 

要旨   yōshi, gist  (593) 

趣旨   shushi, spirit; purpose; purport  (1350) 

本旨   honshi, main object, true aim  (70) 

旨旨   umauma, nicely 

 

1313 

 

 

7s 
伺 
person + official 

(phon. observe) 

SHI, ukaga(u), visit; seek; ask; hear; ukaga(i), question, 

inquiry; call, visit 

伺い事  ukagaigoto, inquiry  (293) 

伺候   shikō, courtesy call  (478) 

伺い探る ukagaisaguru, to spy out  (930) 

 

1314 

 

 

8s 
刺 
sword + thorn = stab 

with a sword) 

SHI, sa(su), to stab, pierce, prick; sa(saru), to stick, to be stuck; 

toge, thorn, splinter 

刺身   sashimi  (323)  (cut body) 

名刺   meishi, name card  (71) 

刺激する shigeki suru, to stimulate, excite  (1210) 

刺殺する shisatsu suru, to stab to death  (488) 

刺客   shikaku, assassin  (252) 

風刺   fūshi, satire  (198) 

刺抜き  togenuki, tweezers  (1708) 

 

1315 

 

 

8s 
枝 
tree + branch 

SHI, eda, branch 

枯れ枝  kareeda, dead branch  (1231) 

枝角   edazuno, antlers  (243) 

楊枝   yōji, tooth pick  (1876) 

枝葉   shiyō, edaha, branches and leaves; minor details  

(405) 

枝隊   shitai, troop detachment  (540) 

 

1316 

 

 

8s 
祉 
altar + stop (phon. 

bestow) = that 

bestowed by the gods 

SHI, well-being, happiness 

祉福   shifuku, well-being  (386) 

福祉   fukushi, welfare  (386) 

福祉国家 fukushikokka, welfare state  (386, 123, 83) 

 



1317 

 

 

8s 
肢 
the branches of the 

body 

SHI, limb, part 

肢体   shitai, the limbs  (165) 

下肢   kashi, lower limbs  (7) 

四肢   shishi, limbs  (26) 

選択肢  sentakushi, option  (527, 1551) 

 

1318 

 

 

9s 
施 
flag + twisting 

creature (phon. billow) 

SHI, SE, charity; hodoko(su), to perform; hodoko(shi), alms 

施設   shisetsu, facilities, equipment  (731) 

実施する jisshi suru, to carry out, to implement, to enforce  

(296) 

施行   shikō suru, to enforce, to execute  (118) 

施薬   seyaku, free medicine  (398) 

布施   fuse, alms  (778) 

 

1319 

 

 

10s 
脂 
tasty meat 

SHI, abura, yani, fat, grease; resin; abura(gitta), greasy, oily 

脂肪   shibō, fat  (1810) 

脱脂乳  dasshi-nyū, skimmed milk  (1560, 951) 

半脱脂乳 handasshi-nyū, semi-skimmed milk  (195, 951) 

脂質   shishitsu, lipid  (699) 

油脂   yushi, fats and oils  (400) 

脂気   aburake, greasiness  (11) 

脂目   yanime, gummy eyes  (72) 

 

1320 

 

 

12s 
紫 
purple threads 

SHI, murasaki, purple, violet 

紫色   murasakiiro, purple  (145) 

紫外線  shigaisen, ultraviolet rays  (91, 329) 

紫煙   shien, tobacco smoke  (1027) 

 

1321 

 

 

13s 
嗣 
bound bamboo 

writing-tablets + phon. 

control 

SHI, heir; tsu(gu), to succeed to 

嗣子   shishi, heir, successor  (25) 

後嗣   kōshi, heir  (111) 

皇嗣   kōshi, Crown Prince  (861) 
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13s 
飼 

SHI, ka(u), to rear animals 

飼い主  kainushi, (pet) owner  (299) 

飼い犬  kaiinu, pet dog  (17) 

羊飼い  hitsujikai, shepherd  (986) 



food + administer 

(phon. give) 飼料   shiryō, fodder  (599) 

飼育する shiiku suru, to breed, rear, raise animals  (227) 

 

1323 

 

 

14s 
雌 
this/here (phon. 

small) + bird = the 

smaller bird of a pair = 

female 

SHI, mesu, female (animal); me, female (plant / animal) 

雌雄   shiyū, gender; outcome (victory or defeat)  (1869) 

雌牛   meushi, cow, heifer  (97) 

雌犬   mesuinu, bitch  (17) 

雌の狐  mesu no kitsune, vixen  (- -) 

 

1324 

 

 

15s 
賜 
money (valuable item) 

+ easy (phon. great 

volume) = a great and 

valuable reward 

bestowed by a ruler 

SHI, tamawa(ru), bestow 

賜暇   shika, furlough, leave of absence  (1050) 

恩賜   onshi, imperial gift  (624) 

下賜する kashi suru, to grant, to deign to give  (7) 

賜物   tamamono*, gift, boon  (387) 

 

1325 

 

 

16s 
諮 
mouth + next (phon. 

inquire) 

SHI, haka(ru), to consult; to inquire 

諮問する shimon suru, to consult, to inquire  (396) 

諮問機関 shimonkikan, advisory body  (396, 453, 444) 

諮詢   shijun, consultation; question, enquiry  (- -) 

 

1326 

 

 

8s 
侍 
person + temple 

(phon. serve; clerical 

work) 

JI, samurai, habe(ru), to attend (upon) 

侍従   jijū, chamberlain  (891) 

侍女   jijo, lady-in-waiting  (35) 

侍医   jii, court physician  (225) 

持僧   jisō, acolyte  (1525) 

近侍   kinji, attendant  (103) 

 

1327 

 

 

12s 
滋 
water that brings 

growth 

JI, luxuriant, rich; to strengthen; to enliven 

滋養   jiyō, nourishment, nutrition  (594) 

滋雨   jiu, beneficial rain  (3) 

滋味に富む jimi ni tomu, savoury, delicious  (780) 

 



1328 

 

 

13s 
慈 
caring for a small child 

JI, itsuku(shimu), love, pity, affection: itsuku(shimi), affection, 

love 

慈悲   jihi, mercy, compassion  (375) 

慈善   jizen, charity  (735) 

慈愛   jiai, affection; benevolence  (417) 

 

1329 

 

 

19s 
璽 
a device used in 

spinning (phon. press) 

+ earth = that pressed 

into clay = seal 

JI, imperial seal 

御璽   gyoji, imperial seal  (1158) 

印璽   inji, imperial seal  (425) 

国璽   kokuji, seal of state  (123) 

1330 

 

 

12s 
軸 
vehicle + reason 

(phon. support) = that 

which supports a 

vehicle 

JIKU, axle, shaft, scroll; (pen) holder 

車軸   shajiku, axle  (31) 

地軸   chijiku, earth’s axis  (167) 

軸物   jikumono, scroll picture  (387) 

 

1331 

 

 

10s 
疾 
a person hit by an 

arrow = sudden 

affliction 

SHITSU, illness; swiftly 

疾患   shikkan, disease, ailment  (1101) 

疾病   shippei, sickness, disease  (381) 

疾走   shissō, scamper, sprint  (161) 

疾風   shippū, gale  (198) 

疾っくに tokku* ni, long since 

 

1332 

 

 

11s 
執 
shackles + kneeling 

prisoner 

SHITSU, SHŪ, to(ru), to take, to grasp; to conduct, to perform, 

to transact 

執筆   shippitsu, writing  (569) 

執事   shitsuji, butler, steward  (293) 

黒執事  Kuroshitsuji, ‘Black Butler’, a popular manga, anime, 

musical, film, video game…  (124, 293) 

執行する shikkō suru, to execute, to carry out  (118) 

執念   shūnen, tenacity, vindictiveness  (561) 

執り成す torinasu, to mediate  (515) 

偏執狂者 henshitsu-kyōsha, monomaniac  (1782, 1161, 298) 



 

1333 

 

 

12s 
湿 
river + motes (phon. 

wet) = a river broken 

up into pools = 

wetland = damp 

SHITSU, damp, moist, humid; shime(ru), to get damp, to get 

wet; shime(su), to dampen, to moisten, to wet; shime(ri), 

dampness, moisture; shime(tta), damp, moist; shime(ppoi), 

damp; dismal 

湿度   shitsudo, humidity  (356) 

湿気   shikke, humidity, dampness  (11) 

湿地   shitchi, marshland, swamp  (167) 

湿潤な  shitsujun na, moist, damp  (1379) 

 

1334 

 

 

14s 
漆 
tree with droplets of 

moisture = resin = 

lacquer 

SHITSU, urushi, lacquer, varnish 

漆器   shikki, lacquer ware  (452) 

漆黒   shikkoku, jet-black  (124) 

漆塗り  urushinuri, lacquering, japanning  (1637) 

 

1335 

 

 

5/6s 
芝 
plant/grass + 

emerging plant 

shiba, lawn, turf 

芝生   shibafu*, lawn  (42) 

芝居   shiba’i, drama, show  (649) 

芝刈り機 shibakariki, lawnmower  (1092, 453) 

芝草   shibakusa, lawn  (162) 

 

1336 

 

 

11s 
赦 
red (phon. stop) + 

strike with stick = beat 

someone and then 

stop 

SHA, forgiveness 

容赦   yōsha, forgiveness, mercy  (802) 

赦免   shamen, clemency, pardon  (1849) 

恩赦   onsha, amnesty  (624) 

特赦   tokusha, amnesty, special pardon  (760) 

 

1337 

 

 

11s 
斜 
ample (phon. scoop 

out) + measure 

SHA, nana(me) na, diagonal, oblique; cross, displeased 

斜線   shasen, diagonal line  (329) 

斜面   shamen, slope  (395) 

ピサの斜塔 Pisa no shatō, the Leaning Tower of Pisa  (1651) 

傾斜   keisha, slant, tilt  (1201) 

傾斜度  keishado, gradient  (1201, 356) 

斜方形  shahōkei, rhombus  (204, 104) 

斜め継ぎ nanametsugi, miter joint  (1203) 



 

1338 

 

 

12s 
煮 
fire + person (phon. 

boil; various things) = 

boil various things 

over a fire 

SHA, ni(ru), to boil; ni(eru), to boil, to be boiled; ni(yasu), to 

boil down, to wear out 

煮沸   shafutsu, boiling  (1767) 

生煮え  namanie, undercooked  (42) 

煮立てる nitateru, to bring to the boil  (73) 

煮立つ  nitatsu, to begin to boil  (73) 

 

1339 

 

 

14s 
遮 
movement + various 

(phon. put) = put 

something in the way 

of movement 

SHA, saegi(ru), to obstruct, to interrupt (話 hanashi, a 

person[’s speech]), to block (道 michi, the way) 

遮二無二 shanimuni, recklessly  (61, 796, 61) 

遮光幕  shakōmaku, a shade  (116, 977) 

遮断する shadan suru, to intercept, to block  (750) 

遮断器  shadanki, circuit-breaker; railway crossing-gate  

(750, 452) 

 

1340 

 

 

8s 
邪 
fang + village 

JA, wickedness 

風邪   kaze, fūja, a cold  (198) 

邪魔   jama, hindrance, obstruction  (1832) 

邪悪   jaaku, wickedness  (222) 

無邪気  mujaki, innocence  (796, 11) 

正邪の区別 seija no kubetsu, discrimination between right and 

wrong  (41, 465, 579) 

 

1341 

 

 

11s 
蛇 
insect + large headed 

snake 

JA, DA, hebi, snake, serpent 

蛇皮   hebikawa, snakeskin  (374) 

毒蛇   dokuhebi, poisonous snake  (559) 

蛇行する dakō suru, to meander  (118) 

蛇足   dasoku, superfluity  (51) 

蛇菅   jakan, hose  (443) 

 

1342 

 

 

3s 
勺 
ladle/scoop with 

contents 

SHAKU, ladle, measure (1/10 of a 合 go; 0.02 litres) 

一勺   isshaku, one shaku  (1) 

三勺   sanshaku, three shaku  (23) 

十勺   jisshaku, ten shaku  (33) 

 



1343 

 

 

10s 
酌 
wine + ladle = serving 

and drinking 

SHAKU, ladle, scoop; drink; ku(mu), to serve wine, to drink 

(together) 

酌婦   shakufu, waitress, barmaid  (779) 

晩酌   banshaku, ‘nightcap’  (961) 

手酌   tejaku, pouring your own drink (because you are 

alone)  (32) 

酌量   shakuryō, consideration  (600) 

 

1344 

 

 

17s 
爵 
ornate vessel for 

pouring wine 

SHAKU, peerage 

爵位   shaku’i, peerage  (421) 

授爵   jushaku, ennoblement  (702) 

侯爵   kōshaku, marquis  (1256) 

伯爵   hakushaku, count, earl  (1694) 

男爵   danshaku, baron  (54) 

 

1345 

 

 

11s 
寂 
roof/building + uncle 

(phon. quiet) = quiet 

building = lonely 

JAKU, SEKI, sabi, sabi(shii), quiet, lonely; sabi(shisa), 

loneliness; sabi(shigaru), to feel lonely; sabi(reru), to become 

desolate 

侘と寂  wabi to sabi, wabi-sabi, the aesthetic values of 

subdued taste and elegant simplicity respectively (- -) 

静寂   seijaku, silence, stillness  (519) 

閑寂   kanjaku, quietness, tranquility  (1109) 

寂寞の  sekibaku no, desolate  (- -) 

 

1346 

 

 

6s 
朱 
inside of a tree-trunk 

SHU, vermilion, red 

朱色   shuiro, vermilion  (145) 

朱肉   shuniku, red ink pad  (365) 

朱筆   shuhitsu, red-ink brush  (569) 

朱筆を加える shuhitsu o kuwaeru, to make corrections, to 

correct errors  (431) 

朱書する shusho suru, to write in red  (142) 

 

1347 

 

 

9s 
狩 
dog + protect (phon. 

on all sides; be 

attentive) = hunting 

SHU, ka(ru), to hunt; ka(ri), hunt; picking (grapes) 

狩猟   shuryō, hunting  (1907) 

狩猟期  shuryōki, hunting season  (251) 

狩人   karyūdo*, hunter  (39) 

狩犬   kariinu, hunting dog  (17) 

刈り込み karikomi, round-up  (1275) 

蛍狩り  hotarugari, catching fireflies  (1200) 



dog = hunt  

1348 

 

 

10s 
殊 
bare bones + red 

(phon. attack) = cut 

someone to the bone 

and kill them = 

extreme attack = 

extremely = especially 

SHU, koto, especially 

特殊な  tokushu na, special, unique  (760) 

殊勝な  shushō na, laudable, praiseworthy  (319) 

殊勲   shukun, meritorious deeds  (1191) 

殊更に  kotosara ni, especially  (1248) 

 

1349 

 

 

10s 
珠 
jewel + red (phon. 

round) 

SHU, jewel, pearl 

珠玉   shugyoku, jewel, gem  (102) 

真珠   shinju, pearl  (514) 

数珠   juzu*, rosary  (151) 
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15s 
趣 
run + take/grasp = run 

after something to 

grasp it = go in a 

certain direction 

SHU, omomuki, gist; purport; tendency 

趣味   shumi, hobby  (393) 

趣意   shui, gist, purport; motive, aim  (226) 

趣向   shukō, scheme, plan  (278) 

趣の有る omomuki no aru, tasteful, elegant  (401) 
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7s 
寿 
an old man who has 

lived a long time = a 

cause for 

congratulation 

JU, long life; SU; kotobuki, congratulations 

寿司   sushi  (497) 

寿命   jumyō, life span  (394) 

寿老人  jurōjin, the God of Long Life  (609, 39) 

長寿   chōju, longevity  (173) 

米寿   beiju, 88th birthday  (201) 
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16s 
儒 
person + demand 

(phon. gentle) 

JU, Confucianism 

儒教   jukyō, Confucianism  (101) 

儒者   jusha, Confucianist  (298) 

儒学   jugaku, Confucianism  (10) 

儒仏   jubutsu, Confucianism and Buddhism  (784) 

 



1353 

 

 

5s 
囚 
a person inside an 

enclosure 

SHŪ, prisoner 

囚人   shūjin, prisoner  (39)  - similar in sound and 

meaning to 主人 shujin (husband) – do not confuse the two. 

囚役   shūeki, prison labour  (397) 

死刑囚  shikeishū, condemned prisoner  (286, 1193) 
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6s 
舟 

 

SHŪ, fune, funa-, boat, ship 

舟航   shūkō, navigation  (479) 

舟遊び  funaasobi, boating  (402) 

小舟   kobune, little boat, small craft  (36) 

釣り舟  tsuribune, fishing boat  (1592) 

渡し船  watashibune, ferryboat  (1636) 

舟人   funabito, sailor  (39) 
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7s 
秀 
rice plant + bending = 

rice plant bent under 

heavy head = excellent 

crop  excellent 

SHŪ, excellent; hii(deru), to excel 

優秀な  yūshū na, excellent, superior  (984) 

秀才   shūsai, genius  (126) 

秀逸   shūitsu, excellence  (1010) 

秀美   shūbi, great beauty  (376) 
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9s 
臭 
dog + nose 

SHŪ, kusa(i), smelly; nio(u), to stink; nio(i), stink 

臭気   shūki, bad odour  (11) 

悪臭   akushū, stench  (222) 

臭い消し nioikeshi, deodorant  (316) 

体臭   taishū, body smell  (165) 

俗臭   zokushū, vulgarity  (925) 

臭味   kusami, bad smell  (393) 
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13s 
愁 
autumn feelings 

SHŪ, grief, sadness; ure(i), melancholy, grief; ure(eru), to 

grieve, to lament 

愁傷   shūshō, grief  (901) 

哀愁   aishū, sorrow  (998) 

郷愁   kyōshū, homesickness, nostalgia  (841) 

憂愁   yūshū, melancholy, grief  (1871) 

愁い顔  ureigao, sad face  (93) 
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13s 
酬 
Wine jar + province 

(phon. toast) = a toast 

 recognise 

something worthy of 

toasting  reward 

SHŪ, reward; toast; reply 

報酬   hōshū, reward, remuneration  (789) 

応酬   ōshū, response  (622) 

献酬   kenshū, exchange of sake cups  (1219) 

 

1359 

 

 

17s 
醜 
person wearing a 

death mask offering 

wine (?) 

SHŪ, miniku(i), ugly, shameful; miniku(sa), ugliness 

醜悪な  shūaku na, foul, repulsive  (222) 

醜聞   shūbun, scandal  (200) 
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22s 
襲 
clothing + dragon 

(phon. fold) = orig. a 

type of burial garment 

with the collar folded 

over 

SHŪ, oso(u), to attack; to inherit 

襲来   shūrai, invasion  (217) 

空襲   kūshū, air raid  (15) 

来襲   raishū, attack, invasion  (217) 

逆襲   gyakushū, counterattack  (646) 

奇襲   kishū, surprise attack  (1123) 

世襲   seshū, heredity  (327) 
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5s 
汁 
water (liquid) + ten 

(phon. liquid) 

JŪ, shiru, juice, soup, liquid 

味噌汁  misoshiru, miso soup  (393, - -) 

果汁   kajū, fruit juice  (627) 

墨汁   bokujū, India ink  (1821) 
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6s 
充 
new born child + bent 

legs (phon. grow) = 

newborn growing  

becoming full 

JŪ, full; a(teru), to allot, to assign; mi(tasu), to satisfy, to 

answer 

充分な  jūbun na, enough  (199) 

充足   jūsoku, sufficiency  (51) 

充実   jujitsu, fullness  (296) 

充てがう ategau, to allot, to apply 
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9s 
柔 
tree + lance (phon. 

newborn) = new 

shoots from a tree 

JŪ, NYŪ, yawa(rakai), soft, gentle, weak; yawa(raka) na, mild, 

meek, gentle (風 kaze, breeze) 

柔道   jūdō, judo  (188) 

柔術   jūjutsu, jujitsu, jujutsu  (708) 

柔和   nyūwa, gentleness, meekness  (416) 

柔弱   nyūjaku, weakness  (137) 

柔らか者 yawarakamono, silks  (298) 
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11s 
渋 
orig. water + stop stop 

stop = not flow 

smoothly  

delay/hesitate 

JŪ, shibu(i), astringent, rough like an unripe persimmon; 

(aesthetic value) subdued, sober, refined, such as the neutral 

colours of natural wood; glum, sullen; shibu(ru), to hesitate, to 

be reluctant 

渋滞   jūtai, delay  (1549) 

渋味   shibumi, astringency  (393) 

渋渋   shibushibu, grudgingly 

言い渋る iishiburu, to be reluctant to say  (274) 
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14s 
銃 
metal + fill (phon. 

hole) = the hole in a 

metal axe head  the 

hole in the barrel of a 

gun 

JŪ, gun 

小銃   shōjū, rifle  (36) 

銃砲   jūhō, firearm  (1800) 

拳銃   kenjū, pistol  (- -) 

機関銃  kikanjū, machine gun  (453, 444) 

銃剣   jūken, bayonet  (1214) 

銃火   jūka, gunfire  (8) 

銃声   jūsei, sound of gunfire  (153) 
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16s 
獣 
dog that protects 

JŪ, kemono, beast 

獣医   jūi, veterinarian  (225) 

怪獣   kaijū, monster  (1061) 

獣的な  jūteki na, bestial  (551) 

鳥獣   chōjū, wildlife  (174) 

野獣   yajū, wild animal  (213) 
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8s 
叔 
orig. a hand pulling up 

a potato 

SHUKU, uncle; young brother 

叔父   oji*, uncle (younger than one’s parent)  (197) 

叔母   oba*, aunt (younger than one’s parent)  (203) 

伯叔   hakushuku, uncles  (1694) 
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11s 
淑 
water + uncle (phon. 

pure) 

SHUKU, pure, graceful 

貞淑   teishuku, chastity  (1615) 

淑女   shukujo, lady  (35) 

淑徳   shukutoku, feminine grace  (762) 

私淑   shishuku, admiration  (876) 
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11s 
粛 
hand holding brush 

(phon. dark) + deep 

pool 

SHUKU, solemn, quiet; purge 

粛然と  shukuzen to, solemnly  (528) 

静粛   seishuku, silence, stillness  (519) 

自粛   jishuku, self-control  (134) 

厳粛   genshuku, solemnity  (854) 

粛清する shukusei suru, to purge (a political party)  (517) 
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14s 
塾 
person building castle 

walls with earth = 

walled settlement 

JUKU, private school, cram school 

塾生   jukusei, juku student  (42) 

塾長   jukuchō, principal of a juku  (173) 

塾則   jukusoku, juku rules  (742) 

私塾   shijuku, home-based juku  (876) 
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9s 
俊 
person + linger (phon. 

stand apart from, 

stand behind but be 

able to overtake) 

SHUN, excellence, genius 

俊才   shunsai, genius  (126) 

俊秀   shunshū, genius  (1355) 

俊傑   shunketsu, hero  (1211) 

俊童   shundō, prodigy  (363) 
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18s 
瞬 
orig. eye + arrow 

(rapidity) = the rapid 

movement of the eye 

SHUN, matata(ku), flash, twinkle, blink 

一瞬   isshun, instant, moment  (1) 

瞬間   shunkan, instant, moment  (92) 

瞬く間に matataku ma ni, in the twinkling of an eye  (92) 
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6s 
旬 

JUN, ten-day period, a standard unit of time in ancient China; 

SHUN, season (for specific products) 

上旬   jōjun, the first part of the month  (37) 

中旬   chūjun, the middle third of the month  (55) 



sun/day + encircle 下旬   gejun, the last third of the month  (7) 

旬日   junjitsu, ten-day period  (62) 
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6s 
巡 
movement + river 

(phon. see) = to move 

and see 

JUN, megu(ru), to go round, to tour; megu(ri), going round, 

circulation (血 chi, blood) 

お巡りさん o-mawari-san*, policeman 

巡回   junkai, tour, patrol  (86) 

巡査   junsa, policeman  (678) 

巡歴   junreki, tour, trip  (606) 

巡礼   junrei, pilgrimage  (413) 

一巡り  hitomeguri, one round  (1) 
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9s 
盾 
shield + eye (look) = 

shield from behind 

which one looks out  

JUN, tate, shield, pretext 

矛盾   mujun, contradiction  (1843) 

後ろ盾  ushirodate, backing  (111) 

盾突く  tatetsuku, to oppose, to defy  (1668) 
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10s 
准 
ice + bird (?) 

JUN, quasi-; conform; permit 

准尉   jun’i, warrant officer  (1004) 

准教員  junkyōin, junior (assistant) teacher  (101, 228) 

批准   hijun, ratification  (963) 

准許   junkyo, approval  (650) 
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10s 
殉 
death + ten-day period 

(phon. follow) = to 

follow in death 

JUN, dutiful death 

殉死   junshi, dutiful death – suicide performed to follow 

one’s dead master. Divided into 義腹 gibara (from devotion), 

論腹 ronbara (to follow one’s peers), and商腹

shōbara/akinaibara (to help one’s descendants). Banned by the 

shogunate in 1663; famously performed by Nogi Maresuke and 

his wife after the death of Emperor Meiji in 1912.  (286) 

殉教   junkyō, martyrdom  (101) 

殉教者  junkyōsha, martyr  (101, 298) 

殉国   junkoku, dying for one’s country  (123) 

殉職   junshoku, death at one’s post  (721) 
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12s 
循 
movement + shield 

(phon. follow) 

JUN, follow 

因循   injun, indecision  (614) 

循環   junkan, cycle, circle  (1115) 

悪循環  akujunkan, vicious circle  (222, 1115) 
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15s 
潤 
water + King between 

doorposts (someone 

coming between; 

phon. wet) = water 

coming between 

JUN, uruo(u), to be moist, be wet; to profit, become prosperous; 

uruo(su), to wet, moisten; to appease (thirst); uruo(i), moisture, 

dampness; profit, gain; uru(mu), to be moist (with tears) 

潤滑   junkatsu, lubrication  (1088) 

潤滑油  junkatsuyu, lubricant  (1088, 400) 

利潤   rijun, profit  (596) 

湿潤な  shitsujun na, moist, damp  (1333) 

潤沢   juntaku, moisture; profit, plenty  (1552) 
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15s 
遵 
movement along a 

path + esteem (phon. 

follow) 

JUN, follow, obey 

遵守する junshu suru, to observe, to obey  (300) 

遵奉   junpō, observance  (1793) 

遵法   junpō, law abiding  (584) 
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11s 
庶 
put things on a fire = 

various things 

SHO, multitude, various; illegitimate 

庶務   shomu, general affairs  (795) 

庶民   shomin, the masses  (590) 

庶子   shoshi, illegitimate child  (25) 

庶事   shoji, various matters  (293) 
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14s 
緒 
Thread + person 

(phon. start/end) = 

the start/end of a 

thread 

SHO, CHO, beginning; clue; connection; o, cord, strap 

一緒   issho, together  (1) 

端緒   tansho, beginning, first step  (1567) 

由緒   yuisho, history, lineage  (399) 

内緒   naisho, secrecy, privacy  (364) 

鼻緒   hanao, clog thong  (377) 

臍の緒  hesa no o, umbilical cord  (- -) 
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6s 
如 
Woman (phon. 

comply) + mouth (tell) 

= comply with what 

one is told = do the 

same 

JO, NYO, goto(shi), goto(ku), similar, equal; like, as if 

如何   ikaga*, how?  (80) 

如何に  ikani*, how, in what way?  (80) 

如来   nyorai, Buddha, Tathagata  (217) 

如上の  jojō no, aforesaid  (37) 

欠如   ketsujo, lack, shortage  (471) 

如実   nyojitsu, realism  (296) 
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9s 
叙 
striking hand + ample 

(phon. order) = make 

someone put things in 

order = arrange = 

describe 

JO, describe, confer 

叙術   jojutsu, description, depiction  (708) 

叙説   josetsu, explanation  (524) 

叙事   joji, narration  (293) 

自叙伝  jijoden, autobiography  (134, 553) 

叙情的  jojōteki, lyrical  (719, 551) 

抒情詩  jojōshi, lyric poem  (719, 291) 

叙勲   jokun, conferment of decoration  (1191) 
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10s 
徐 
movement + excess 

(phon. slowly) = to 

move very slowly, like 

a Japanese student 

JO, omomu(ro), slowly, gradually 

徐行する jokō suru, to go slowly  (118) 

徐徐に  jojo ni, slowly 

徐歩する joho suru, to walk slowly  (202) 
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4s 
升 
scoop with contents 

SHŌ, masu, liquid measure (of 1.8 litres, or 10 合 go, of sake or 

rice) 

升目   masume, measure  (72) 

二升   nishō, two shō  (61) 

一升瓶  isshōbin, one shō bottle  (1, 1747) 

 

 


